Twenty-four

'AMES had a genius for doing unpopular things in the
most unpopular manner and at the most inopportune mo-
ment. The country's dismay at his announced change of
religion was still fresh when he aggravated it by getting
married again* This time it was a courtship after the royal
manner, with proper p'olite negotiations, but the bride was
a Catholic. She was an Italian princess, Mary of Modena,
a beautiful child of fifteen. The Duke of York was forty,
but good-looking and still wearing gracefully the reputa-
tion which his naval and military successes had given him.

Charles approved the match for it was not likely to dis*
turb the international scheme of things, and the marriage
was performed by proxy. The King was greatly displeased
when Protestant leaders in the House of Commons, making
an impudent incursion into domains which were none of
their business, began to debate the perils of the Duke's
choice* Charles prorogued them for six days to teach them
their place, but the lesson was lost upon them. They re-
turned to the discussion where they had left off. They paid
no attention to suggestions that they consider the war.
Charles told them plainly he was no Pope to annul a mar-
riage and anyway Princes of the Blood had some rights,
among them the privilege of marrying whom they pleased,
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